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October 23, 190S 1822 

Washington, October °21, 1903. 
Murray, San Antonio, Tex. : 

Remain San Antonio until Richardson arrives. Will then wire you 
again. Wire daily until arrival of Richardson. 

Wyman. 

Washington, October 21, 1903. 
Richardson, 

(Through commanding officer, Marine Hospital, New Orleans, La.): 

If Wertenbaker has returned, proceed immediately to San Antonio. 

Murray wires 3 cases, but does not fear spread. Report your address 

and wire all information soon as possible after arrival. Confer first 

thing with Doctor Tabor and local board. 

Wyman. 

New Orleans, La., October 21, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

Orders received, Wertenbaker arrived. Leave to-morrow for San 
Antonio. 



Wyman, Washington: 
Send ten clinical thermometers. 



Richardson. 
Laredo, Tex., October 21, 1903. 

Gtjiteras. 
Laredo, Tex., October M, 1903. 



Wyman, Washington: 

Thirteen cases reported to-day. Only 8 of these are new. Five are 
old cases just come to light. The situation is encouraging, although 
these hidden cases interfere with efficiency of our work. Deaths 
reported, 4. Twenty-eight houses disinfected, with 84 rooms. Two 
hundred and thirteen containers and excavations oiled. Forty premi- 
ses sprinkled. One hundred and fifty premises inspected, covering 21 
city blocks. Twenty-one barrels of crude oil sprinkled on vacant lots 
and intervening streets, covering 10 city blocks. Fifteen faucets put 
in water barrels. Maximum temperature, 83°; minimum, 47°. Minera 
reports 2 new cases and 1 death. Goodman returned to-night after 
completing disinfection of Minera — excellent work. No report from 
New Laredo. Murray reports 13 cases at San Antonio, and 2 positive 
autopsies and 1 presumable. Tabor reports 1 case at Castroville 
originating in San Antonio. 

Gtjiteras. 

Smallpox in Jefferson County, W. Va. 

Treasury Department, 
Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, 

Washington, October 15, 1903. 
Sir: (Through Assistant Director Hygienic Laboratory.) I have 
the honor to submit the following report on the eruptive disease in 
Jefferson County, W. Va., concerning the nature of which there was 
contention between the county health officer and the attending physi- 
cians; the former stating that the disease was smallpox and the latter 
that it was chicken pox. 



1823 October 23, 1903 

In compliance with Bureau order of the 12th instant I left on the 
same day for Charlestown, W. Va., in company with the health officer 
of that town. Upon arriving at that place I was met at the depot by 
the county health officer, and we proceeded to Summit Point, the vil- 
lage in winch the patients lived. 

I saw and examined 3 white adults between 25 and 30 years old in 
a family suffering with an eruption on the face, hands, arms, and bod}'. 
In 2 cases three weeks had elapsed since the appearance of the eruption, 
and in the third case the disease had existed ten days. The first case 
had practically recovered, the crusts had fallen off, and the patient was 
in normal health. He stated that he had not felt sick at any time dur- 
ing the attack except in the beginning, when he had some headache 
and a slight fever for two or three days. The second case, which 
developed one day later, had headache, backache, and fever for three 
days before he noticed the eruption on the face. In this case the crusts 
were still on the face, but had fallen from the points on the arms and 
body, leaving deeply pigmented spots, with slight pitting in a few 
spots. The third case presented onl} T a few pustules on the face and 
body, but the characteristic induration and appearance in some were 
typical of the eruption in a mild case of smallpox. 

The second case mentioned, taking into consideration its history, 
should not have been mistaken for any other disease than smallpox, 
and at the advanced stage at which I saw it it was easy to diagnose. 

Three other cases of the same disease existed in this house, but I 
did not see them, as considerable opposition was encountered in the 
work, and I had already satisfied myself that the disease was smallpox. 
I think that probably the cases in the family referred to above were 
more serious and a more pronounced type of the disease. 

The history of the cases in this family is briefly as follows: During 
the first week in September a person from the adjoining county came 
to the house, and at the time was suffering with an eruption on his 
face and body. The two men mentioned as cases 1 and 2 assisted him 
in unloading his wagon. Two weeks from this time these men were 
taken sick with an eruptive fever, and four other cases of the same dis- 
ease have since developed in this family. All these cases have been 
mild, and the patients have not been confined to the house except for 
two or three days in case 2. 

The two local physicians called to treat these cases pronounced them 
chicken pox and still refuse to admit it as smallpox, notwithstanding 
the fact that they have been shown the fallacy of their contention. 

The disease at Summit Point was undoubtedly introduced from 
Clark County, Va., where, according to reliable reports, a mild erup- 
tive fever is prevailing among the people in that part of the county 
contiguous to Jefferson County, only 2 miles from Summit Point. 
The disease is treated as chicken pox, although it prevails largely 
among the adults. This disease is smallpox of a mild type; and as 
nothing is being done in that county it will certainly spread, as this 
center of infection will be a constant menace to the adjacent communi- 
ties until some action is" taken to institute protective measures. Other 
cases will almost certainly develop from those mentioned, as the dis- 
ease has existed for three weeks and intercourse hag been unrestricted, 
visitors having been received and visits having been made. In fact, 
case 2 was the rural mail carrier, who has been distributing mail for 
the past two weeks while suffering with the disease. 

The local physicians treated the cases without reporting them as 
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suspicious, and the county health officer did not know of their exist- 
ence until he heard a rumor that two or three cases of sickness with 
eruption had occurred in this family. He immediately visited the 
house and pronounced the disease smallpox. This caused much antag- 
onism and threats of recrimination, as the local physicians who were 
treating the cases stubbornly maintained that the disease was chicken 
pox. Consequently, at his request the county court asked for the serv- 
ices of an expert to determine whose diagnosis was correct, so that in 
the event the disease was smallpox there would be less opposition and 
criticism of such quarantine measures as the health officer might deem 
necessary to enforce. 

The disease has also existed at Rippon, in another portion of Jeffer- 
son County, 6 miles from Charlestown and about 8 miles from Summit 
Point. The first case appeared at this point in the person of a negro 
man, who contracted the infection in Pittsburg, Pa., the disease devel- 
oping soon after his return home. This case was mild; but the sec- 
ond, in a neighbor who had visited the sick man, was severe and of 
confluent type. The first case was promptly isolated and quarantined, 
and all the contacts and suspects were placed in an isolation camp and 
quarantined. Six cases in all developed, but all are now convalescent, 
and no further cases have occurred. The disease at this point was 
promptly stamped out by the prompt and energetic action of the 
county health officer. All of these cases were among negroes. 

I inspected the camp and fpund it adequate for the small number of 
suspects and equipped on scientific principles, with bath houses and 
means for formaldehyde disinfection. 

Two other cases of smallpox exist in the county in the persons of 
white farmers of the better class. One of them is a gentleman more 
than 50 years old who had been visiting in Clark County and was 
taken sick soon after his return home. The second case is that of a 
neighbor on an adjoining farm who visited his sick friend. 

At the request of the health officer I met the members of the county 
board of health in session, stated that the disease at Summit Point 
was smallpox and that energetic measures were necessary to prevent 
its spread. The board granted absolute power to the health officer in 
dealing with the present and future cases of the disease, and as he is a 
man who understands the situation and the proper methods for deal- 
ing with it, energetic measures will be pursued until the disease is 
eradicated. 

Respectfully, J. C. Perry, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon. 

Respectfully forwarded, 

John F. Anderson, 
Assistant Director Hygienic Laboratory. 

The Surgeon- General. 

Statistical reports of States and cities of the United States — Yearly and 

monthly. 

California— Fresno. — Month of September, 1903. Estimated 
population, 18,000. Total number of deaths, 19, including 2 from 
tuberculosis. 

Los Angeles. — Month of September, 1903. Estimated population, 



